27 June 1855 . 18 & 19 Vict. 




A 



BILL 



TO 



Facilitate Inquiries of Commissioners of Endowed 
Schools in Ireland. 

W HEREAS Her Majesty has been graciously pleased, on the preamble. 

Address of. the Commons in Parliament assembled, to issue 
Her Majesty’s Commission, dated the Fourteenth Day ' 

of November in the Eighteenth Year of Her Majesty’s Reign, to 
5 Charles William Fitzgerald, Esquire, (commonly called Marquis of 
Kildare,) Charles Graves, Doctor of Divinity, Robert Andrews, 

Doctor of Laws, One of Her Majesty’s Counsel learned in the Law, 

Henry George Hughes, Esquire, One of Her Majesty’s Counsel 
learned in the Law, and Archibald John Stephens, Esquire, Barrister- 
10 at-Law, and thereby authorized and appointed them Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners to inquire into the Endowments, Funds, and actual 
Condition of all Schools endowed for the Purposes of Education in 
Ireland, and the Nature and Extent of the Instruction given in such 
Schools, and to report their Opinions thereon ; and for the Assistance 
15 of the said Commissioners, William Neilson Handcock, Esquire, was 
appointed Secretary to the said Commission : And whereas Difficulties 
have been encountered in the Prosecution of the said Inquiries, and it 
is expedient that the said Commissioners should have Authority 
conferred upon them, as herein-after expressed, to carry out the 
20 Objects of the said Commission, and that One or more Assistant 
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Glossary. 



Commis- 
sioners to 
meet for 
Purposes 
herein. 
28G.3.C.15. 
30 G.3. c.24. 
31 G. 3. c.41, 
46G.3.C.122. 
To inquire 
into the 
Endow- 
ments and 
State of all 
Schools, &c. 

Power of 
Commis- 
sioners to 
repair to 
Schools, and 
call for 
Documents. 



Endowed Schools (Ireland). 

Commissioners should be appointed to act under the said Commis- 
sioners and in their Aid : Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the Authority of the same : 



I. In the Construction of this Act the following Words and Ex- 
pressions shall, if not inconsistent with the Context, have the Meaning 
herein-after assigned to them ; (that is to say,) b 

The Word “ Commissioners "shall mean the said Commissioners 
named in the said Commission, or any Three of them ; 10 

“ Endowed Schools ” or “ Schools ” shall mean and include all 
Schools of Royal Fomidation in Ireland, the Schools on the 
Foundation of Erasmus Smith, the Charter Schools and Dio- 
cesan Schools, and all Schools endowed on charitable or public 
Foundations in Ireland ; lg 

“ End °'™“ts ” shall mean and include the Estates, Lands, Funds 
and annual or other Income given, granted, or applied for the 
Establishment or Support of such Schools, or for the Purposes 
of Education therein ; 1 

A, r, “^° rd LieUten “* ” shaJI nlean Chief Governor or 20 
Chief Governors of Ireland for the Time being. 

n :J he °° mmisSi0nerS - 80 500n as conveniently may be shall 

C ° nVen!eut Place ’ “ d “amine and 
mqune into the State, Condition, and Management of all endowed 
Schools in Ireland, and the Nature and Extent of the Instruction 25 

Evawl f , ht ° f‘ Ure ’ -uTor 

othei Value Of the Endowments of such Schools respectively and 
the annual Income derived from such Endowments, and how the’same 

sloTs\ a nfthe’s a v d t ^ Matte " COm,ected 
Commissioners shdl seem etpedi^T 0 ” “ *° the 30 

III. The Commissioners, or any One or more of 
to any School or to any other Place and tW? ^ repalr 

on Oath or otherwise, "all a^d evmy Pertn or pZT ^ n”’ 
Matters which they are empowered or direfT n u”*? 8 
examine or inquire into and ? to call r . * ‘f d b F thls Act t0 35 
Evidences, Maps, and all other Doculls^and 8 t 0 B °° kS ’ ' Deed d 
mqmre into all Matters which to the Commi lontrs 111 
sary and proper- and tV n* • . umm,ssloners shall seem neces- 

empowered to administer an Oathto° mv T h 6 " 51 ? re8peotiTCl y 
examined by or before them. Person wl10 stall be so 40 



IV. If 
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IV. If any Person who shall be summoned to appear before the 28G.3.„ 15 
Commissioners or any One or more of them, for the Purpose of bein°- 
examined, or to produce any Documents before them, shall refuse to aZ5“ 
appeal 01 to be examined by the Commissioners or any Three 0 f forfeit 201. 
h .them, or shall refuse to answer such Questions as shall be propounded 
by the Commissioners, or any of them, touching any Mattel- or Thins 
which they are empowered or directed by this Act to examine into 
or shall refuse or neglect to attend before such Commissioners from 
Day to Day when required so to do, or to produce such Records, 

10 Deeds Parchments, Books, Papers, or Writings, or any of them 
without good and sufficient Cause, to be allowed by the Commis- 
sioners, every such Person shall forfeit the Sum of Twenty Pounds for 
every such Refusal, Neglect, or Omission, to be recovered by Action 
m “y Majesty’s Courts of Record, or by Civil Bill in the Court 

15 of any Assistant Barrister, by any Person who shall sue for the same. 

.hall tr 'T C0mmisSi T rS T y b ° m Time t0 Time > as oft “ « they C om mis - 
, T ™ T pl0 P er > and as often as they shall be required so to do by “<”■«» to 

nd sll eUt r nt ^ m f e a J Rep0rt in Writ “S ™der their Hands 
on kf' S t c u at 6 aDd eaIs of a “y Three of t 11 ™. Her Ws.cls. 

20 Majesty of all Matters arising upon such Examinations and Inquiries 
which shall appear to the Commissioners necessary or proper so to be 
reported, and shall m like Manner report and suggest to Her Maiestv a 
such Plans for the Improvement of Education infuch Schools and for K-Tf 

25 die „ei , r p mana8 ' in 6'’ and governing such Schools, and for fZT" 

25 the general Promotion, in connexion with said Schools, of Academic 
Education m Ireland, as shall appear to the Commissioners to be 
expedient and practicable, 

VI. The Lord Lieutenant may, on the Requisition of the Com- 

an to thee"’ aI?P01nt ° M °f m ° re but 5,04 exceedin S Three Assistants “■»“* "f A.- . 
30 to the Commissioners, to be called Assistant Commissioners • and the 

Commissioners may from Time to Time remove such Assist^ 
nussioneis, and the Lord Lieutenant may, on the Requisition of 
the Commissioners, appoint others in their Place; and the Remunera- 
n o be paid to such Assistant Commissioners, in addition to their 
35 travelling Expenses, shall be such Sum as the Commissioners of Her 

ii r J , 8 D ,7 SW1 ap P° int ’ not exceeding the Sum of Two 
Hundred Pounds for each Assistant Commissioner, to be paid out of 
uch Aids or Supplies as may be from Time to Time provided and 
appropriated by Parliament for the Purpose. 

40 inddV!^? be - the Duty ° f the Assistant Com “™ioners to act Doti65 ot 
Tf tb d nn he Co f mlssloners ’ “ d “to their Directions, in execution Assist 
e Objects of this Act, and for that Purpose to visit and inspect SgL 



such 
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such of the Endowed Schools in Ireland as the Commissioners shall 
direct, and to examine into the Endowments and State and Condition 
of such Schools, and to report thereon to the Commissioners ; and such 
Assistant Commissioners shall have and enjoy the same Ilights and 
Powers as the Commissioners or any of them might or would have 5 
had if they had visited the Schools in Person. 



This Act VIII. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to abridge, lessen, 
Powers of Ct 01 a ^ ect the Powers of the Commissioners under and by virtue of Her 
Commis- Majesty’s said Commission. 

sioners. 
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